The European Plastic Pipes & Fittings Association tep pfa

TEPPFA Position Paper on Circular Economy

12 June 2025

Key Takeaways

v TEPPFA is committed to increase the use of recycled material in new plastic
pipe systems for building and infrastructure.

v' >95% of installed plastic pipes systems for building and infrastructure can be
easily, mechanically recycled.

v" Opening-up plastic product standards will support an increased use of fit for
purpose open loop recycled content.

v' The long service life (50 to100+) years and regulatory restrictions limit the
availability of closed loop recycled materials.

v TEPPFA would welcome incentive schemes that support increasing the share
of recycled content. However, we do not support fixed minimum limits. This is
due to the limited availability of high-quality recycled materials which is partly a
result of the long lifespan of pipes, and increased market competition with
other sectors.

v' Legal requirements restrict the use of mechanically recycled material in plastic
pressure pipe systems, such as for drinking water and gas distribution pipes.

v" Chemical recycling solutions may offer some potential in the future, especially
for pressure pipe applications.

Our Asks

TEPPFA calls for the following points to be reflected in the forthcoming EU Circular
Economy Act or subsequent initiatives.
v Incentives for source separation of plastic pipes at construction and demolition

sites and mandatory collection of monostreams

v" Mechanical recycling is a crucial component of the future strategy towards a
circular economy. Solutions are needed to make this market economically
viable/futureproof.

v' TEPPFA would welcome non-punitive measures that help avoid alternative
end-of-life scenarios such as landfilling or incineration and incentivise the
reuse of the recycled material.

v" TEPPFA urges the European Commission to accept a credit-based mass

balance with fuel use excluded method for attributing recycled content in

plastics
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On 25 February 2025, the European Commission published the Clean Industrial
Deal, a business plan to support the competitiveness and resilience of the
industry and to accelerate decarbonisation. CleanTech and Circularity are at the
heart of the Deal.

In 2026 the European Commission will adopt a Circular Economy Act to
accelerate the circular transition and to ensure that scarce materials are used
and reused efficiently, reduce our global dependencies and create high quality
jobs. The aim is to have 24% of materials circular by 2030.

Challenges and Opportunities in Recycled Plastics for Long-Life Applications

Challenges
Lifting market barriers will enable TEPPFA members to increase use of recycled

content in their final products. Barriers include:
— Limited availability of end-of-life pipes due to long service life.

— Restrictions on recycled plastics with legacy additives.

New circular economy laws in packaging and automotive sectors may reduce the
availability of high-quality recycled material for pipes

Opportunities
— Voluntary collection schemes are being expanded.

— TEPPFA supports chemical and mechanical recycling technologies to
increase the availability of secondary raw materials, potentially benefiting both
pressure and non-pressure pipes.

TEPPFA welcomes an EU intervention to support the collection of more pipes at
the end of their life and measures to avoid alternative end-of-life scenarios such
as landfilling or incineration and to incentivise the reuse of the recycled material.

Conclusion

TEPPFA and its members are dedicated to the circular economy and increasing
recycled content in plastic pipes. With a long service life (60-100+ years) and a low
carbon footprint, plastic pipes are among the most sustainable plastic products.
Despite current market and regulatory challenges, TEPPFA remains committed to
maintaining high standards of quality and performance while supporting the EU's
circular economy goals.
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About TEPPFA

TEPPFA is the European Plastic Pipes and Fittings Association founded in 1991 with
headquarters in Brussels. TEPPFA’s 14 multinational company members and 13
national associations across Europe represent 350 companies that manufacture
plastic pipes and fittings. TEPPFA members’ final products have an annual
production volume of 4 million tonnes directly employing 40,000 people with

€12 billion combined annual sales. TEPPFA positions itself as polymer neutral.
TEPPFA members’ final products are subdivided into two application groups: above
ground systems for hot and cold water, surface heating and cooling, waste water
discharge and rainwater drainage, and below ground systems for sewers, stormwater
and drainage, drinking water and gas supply and, cable ducts.

TEPPFA's Commitment to the Circular Economy

Plastic pipes have been used in Europe since the 1930s, with significant growth in
demand starting in the 1980s due to advancements in quality, innovation, and
durability. For over 30 years, TEPPFA members have incorporated recycled
materials, using technologies like coextruded 3-layer pipes and solid wall pipes.for
non-pressure applications.

Since the 1990s, TEPPFA members have operated collection schemes for end-of-life
plastic pipes, though volumes remain limited due to the long service life. TEPPFA is
now revising product standards to maximize recycled content in non-pressure pipes.
Current EN/ISO product standards allow limited use of recycled material, but
TEPPFA aims to replace these restrictions with performance-based requirements,
promoting open-loop recycling and sustainable innovation.

In 2019, TEPPFA signed the Circular Plastic Alliance declaration pledging to
increase the use of recycled content to 220,000 tonnes by 2025
— By 2023, the use of plastic recycled materials increased to 235,000 tonnes

in the EU, surpassing TEPPFA’s 2025 pledge of 220,000 tonnes.
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